The Superpowers and the Middle East
Instead, they held the United States responsible for their plight
on two counts: first, for assisting Israel which took away their
property; and, second, for United States' failure to help them get
their property back,20
The Arab states, on their part, insisted that the solution to the
problem lay in carrying out the repatriation-compensation pro-
visions of the General Assembly resolution of 11 December 1948,
President John K Kennedy agreed to it when in a letter addressed
to the heads of Arab States on 11 May 1961, he wrote in part:
"We are willing to help resolve the tragic Palestine refugee prob-
lem on the basis of the principle of repatriation and compensa-
tion of property."31 This statement, however, evoked strong pro-
test from Senator Jacob Javits of New York and Senator Scott
of Pennsylvania. They were critical of the President's omission
to mention resettlement of the refugees in the territories where they
were residing as a means of solving the refugee problem.22 Senator
J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, pointed out that "to get the [refugee")
problem in proper perspective for settlement, it is essential that
the Arabs reconsider the view that the refugees are a political asset
to be used against Israel but an economic liability in Arab lands.
The Arabs must realize that to seek to make refugees serve a
political purpose will in time become counter productive". At the
same time he warned that the longer the refugee problem re-
mained unsolved, the greater was the likelihood that the respon-
sibility for the problem would be viewed as resting on Israel ie-
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